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COMMITTEE NOTE 
 

This form is new.  It is the Official Form for an appellee to 
state its election to have an appeal heard by the district court rather 
than by the bankruptcy appellate panel.  If an appellee desires to 
make that election and the appellant or another appellee has not 
already done so, the appellee must file a statement that conforms 
substantially to this form within 30 days of service of the Notice of 
Appeal.  28 U.S.C. § 158(c)(1)(B). 

 
The form is applicable only in districts for which appeals to 

a bankruptcy appellate panel have been authorized.  If an appeal is 
being taken from a bankruptcy court located in a circuit that does 
not have a bankruptcy appellate panel or in a district that has not 
authorized appeals to be heard by the circuit’s bankruptcy 
appellate panel, the appellee should not complete this form. 

 
When a bankruptcy appellate panel is available to hear an 

appeal, completion of the form is optional.  An appellee that wants 
its appeal heard by the bankruptcy appellate panel should not 
complete this form. 

 
The form should be captioned as in Official Form 16A, 

Caption (Full); Official Form 16B, Caption (Short Title); or 
Official Form 16D, Caption for Use in Adversary proceeding, as 
appropriate.  See 11 U.S.C. § 342(c); Rule 7008; Rule 9004(b). 

 
 


