Official Form 6J

Instructions for Schedule J: Your Expenses

United States Bankruptcy Court

How to Fill Out Schedule J

Schedule J: Your Expenses (Official Form 6J) provides an
estimate the monthly expenses, as of the date you file for
bankruptcy, for you, your dependents, and the other
people in your household whose income is included on
Schedule I: Your Income (Official Form 61). On your
initial filing in Part 2 select “Initial estimate at the
beginning of the case”.

If you are married and are filing individually, include your
non-filing spouse’s expenses unless you are separated.

Do not include expenses that other members of your
household pay directly from their income if you did not
include that income on Schedule 1. For example, if you
have a roommate and you divide the rent and utilities and
you have not listed your roommate’s contribution to
household expenses in line 11 of Schedule I, you would
list only your share of these expenses on Schedule J.

Show all totals as monthly payments. If you have weekly,
quarterly, or annual payments, calculate how much you
would spend on those items every month.

Do not list as expenses any payments on credit card debts
incurred before filing bankruptcy.

Do not include business expenses on this form. You have
already accounted for those expenses as part of
determining net business income on Schedule 1.

On line 20, do not include expenses for your residence or
for any rental or business property. You have already
listed expenses for your residence on lines 4 and 5 of this
form. You listed the expenses for your rental and business
property as part of the process of determining your net
income from that property on Schedule I (line 8a).

If you have nothing to report for a line, write $0.

If, after filing Schedule J, you need to file an estimate of
expenses in a chapter 13 case for a date after your
bankruptcy, you may complete a supplemental Schedule J.
To do so you must check the “supplement” box at the top
of the form and fill in the date.

12/01/13

Joint Filers with Separate Households

If you are filing jointly and Debtor 1 and Debtor 2 keep
separate households, fill out a separate Schedule J for each
debtor. Check the box at the top of page 1 of the form for
Debtor 2 to show that a separate form is being filed. The
total from line 22 of Debtor 2’s Schedule J should be
added into the total expenses for Debtor 1 at line 22 on
Debtor 1’s Schedule J. Lines 23a, 23b, and 23c do not
need to be completed on Debtor 2°s Schedule J because
total expenses and net income will be calculated on
Debtor 1’s Schedule J.

Understand the terms used in this form

This form uses you and Debtor 1 to refer to a debtor filing
alone. A married couple may file a bankruptcy case
together—called a joint case—and in joint cases, this form
uses you to ask for information from both debtors. When
information is needed about the spouses separately, the
form uses Debtor 1 and Debtor 2 to distinguish between
them. In joint cases, one of the spouses must report
information as Debtor 1 and the other as Debtor 2. The
same person must be Debtor 1 in all of the forms.

Things to remember when filling out this form
®m Be as complete and accurate as possible.

m If more space is needed, attach a separate sheet to this
form. On the top of any additional pages, write your
name and case number (if known).

® If two married people are filing together, both are
equally responsible for supplying correct information.

® Do not list a minor child’s full name. Instead, fill in
only the child’s initials and the full name and address
of the child’s parent or guardian. For example, write
A.B., aminor child (John Doe, parent, 123 Main St.,
City, State). 11 U.S.C. § 112; Fed. R. Bankr. P.
1007(m) and 9037.

Do not file these instructions with your bankruptcy filing package. Keep them for your records.
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