Official Form 318 (Committee Note)

2015 COMMITTEE NOTE

Official Form 318, Order of Discharge, is revised
and renumbered as part of the Forms Modernization
Project. The form is used to issue a discharge in chapter 7
cases filed by individuals or joint debtors. It replaces
former Official Form 18, Discharge of Debtor, Director’s
Procedural Form 18J, Discharge of Joint Debtors, and
Director’s Procedural Form 18JO, Discharge of One Joint
Debtor.

To make the discharge order and the explanation of
it easier to read and understand, legal terms are explained
more fully or replaced with commonly understood terms,
and the form is reformatted.

Reaffirmed debts are explained more fully, and
readers are informed that a discharge will not stop creditors
from collecting debts from any property in which they have
a valid lien. In addition, readers are advised that the
discharge does not stop creditors from collecting from
anyone else who is liable on the debt, such as a cosigner on
the loan or an insurance company.

Director’s Procedural Forms 18] and 18JO are no
longer needed because Form 318 specifies the names of the
debtors, or debtor, to whom the discharge is issued. Any
alternate names of the debtor or debtors appear in the order
not in the information box at the top of the form.
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE NOTES

2005-2007 COMMITTEE NOTE!

The form is amended to require that the title of the
case include all names used by the debtor within the eight
years prior to the filing of the petition in the case in
conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amended by the Bankruptcy
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005,
Pub. L. No. 109-8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), extending
from six years to eight years the period during which a
debtor is barred from receiving successive discharges. The
explanation part of the form is amended to include
additional types of debts that are not discharged under §
523(a), as amended in 2005, and to revise certain
terminology in conformity with provisions of the 2005 Act.
In conformity with Rule 9037 and Official Form 16A, the
caption also is amended to provide only the last four digits
of any individual debtor's taxpayer-identification number.

2005 COMMITTEE NOTE

The form is amended to require that the title of the
case include all names used by the debtor within the eight
years prior to the filing of the petition in the case in
conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amended by the Bankruptcy
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005,
Pub. L. No. 109-8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), extending
from six years to eight years the period during which a
debtor is barred from receiving successive discharges. The
explanation part of the form is amended to include
additional types of debts that are not discharged under §
523(a) as amended in 2005 and to revise certain
terminology in conformity with provisions of the 2005 Act.

1997 COMMITTEE NOTE

The discharge order has been simplified by deleting
paragraphs which had detailed some, but not all, of the
effects of the discharge. These paragraphs have been

“The 2005-2007 Committee Note incorporates the Committee
Note previously published in 2005.
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replaced with a plain English explanation of the discharge.
This explanation is to be printed on the reverse of the order,
to increase understanding of the bankruptcy discharge
among creditors and debtors. The bracketed sentence in the
second paragraph should be included when the case
involves community property.

1995 COMMITTEE NOTE

The form is amended to include debts described in
section 523(a)(15) of the Code, which was added by the
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, in the list of debts
discharged unless determined by the court to be
nondischargeable.

1991 COMMITTEE NOTE

This form previously was numbered Official Form
No. 27. The form has been revised to accommodate cases
commenced by the filing of either a voluntary or an
involuntary petition.



