


microphone, if one is available. If not, they stand close enough to the audience so that everyone can hear them. 

 





While the case was pending before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, several organizations, including
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) filed amicus (friend of the court) briefs.
Writing for the NAACP was Thurgood Marshall who, five years later, used similar reasoning before the Supreme

Court in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. The Supreme Court adopted many of Marshall's arguments and,
in 1954, issued an opinion ending school segregation throughout the United States. The opinion was written by
Chief Justice Earl Warren.

About Sylvia Mendez

Sylvia Mendez went on to earn degrees in nursing and became the Assistant Nursing Director of the Pediatric
Pavilion at the Los Angeles University of Southern California Medical Center. Since her retirement, she has

dedicated her time to educating students about the Mendez case and encouraging young people to stay in school.

In 2007, the United States Post Office issued a stamp commemorating Mendez v. Westminster. In 2009, the Los
Angeles Unified School District dedicated a new East Los Angeles high school, Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez
Learning Center.



RE-ENACTMENT SCRIPT

Follow this script for the re-enactment of Mendez v. Westminster.

Speaker #1:  Student Greeter

Picture Holder: (Picture of Linda Brown and her mother on Supreme Court steps)

Student Greeter: One of the U.S. Supreme Court landmark cases that affects us at school is Brown versus Board

of Education.  It opened the doors to public schools for all students, regardless of their race or ethnicity. Brown

versus Board of Education is a very well-known case.  Raise your hand if you have heard of Brown versus Board

of Education.

(Note to Greeter:  Pause for a show of hands)

Brown versus Board of Education is famous.  But not many people know that eight years earlier the federal courts

in California decided another important case called Mendez versus Westminster.  The decision in that case
allowed Mexican children to go to public school with Caucasian children. 

Speaker #2: Student Narrator

Picture Holder: (Picture of crowd of children)

Student Narrator:  Two girls about our age made history in the fight for school desegregation.  One was nine-

year-old Sylvia Mendez.  She helped set the stage for Linda Brown’s victory at the Supreme Court of the United

States in Washington, D.C.  Linda’s case was the famous Brown versus Board of Education. 

Sylvia Mendez lived in California and Linda Brown lived in Kansas.  Raise your hand, Sylvia.  Raise your hand,
Linda.  They never met, but they changed history. 

We are here to learn about Mendez versus Westminster.  It is an important case that was decided in the federal
courts.  It is the case of Sylvia Mendez and many other Mexican children who were not allowed to go to public
schools with Caucasian children in California.

Speaker #3:  Sylvia’s Young Mom Mrs. Mendez:

Picture Holder: (Picture of Mr. and Mrs. Mendez)

Mrs. Mendez:  Hello, my name is Mrs. Mendez. 

Audience:  Hello, Mrs. Mendez.

Mrs. Mendez: My daughter Sylvia was only nine when our case began. My husband and I fought for three years so

that our children could go to public schools with the Anglo children.   I always told my children that “we are all
individuals; that we are all human beings; that we are all connected together; and that we all have the same rights,
the same freedom."

Speaker #4:  Young Sylvia Mendez

Picture Holder: (Picture of little Sylvia at a piano)

Sylvia Mendez: Hi, I’m Sylvia Mendez.  

Audience:  Hi, Sylvia.

When I was in third grade, the school closest to our house did not let my brothers and me register there. We were
only allowed to go to schools for Mexican students. But those schools were farther away from home and they
weren’t as good.

Speaker #5: Sylvia’s Young Father Mr. Mendez

Picture Holder: (Picture of Mr. and Mrs. Mendez)

Mr. Mendez:  Hello, I am Mr. Mendez. 



Audience:  Hello, Mr. Mendez.

Mr. Mendez: I’m Sylvia’s Poppy.  I got some other parents together and we sued our school districts to break up

the segregation in the schools. Three years later, we won our case in federal court in California and Mexican
children could finally go to school with everybody else. We fought hard for our children’s education – and for yours,
too.

What was frustrating about our situation was that my wife and I were both American citizens and our kids still were
discriminated against.  I became a citizen long before the case began.  And my wife was born in this country. I
even attended integrated schools in California as a child. All of my children were born here and, of course, they
spoke English. When the neighborhood school turned away my children, I was furious and contacted Mr. David
Marcus. He was a civil rights attorney and a good man who cared a lot about our case.

Speaker #6:  Attorney David Marcus

Picture Holder: (Picture of man in suit and hat)

Mr. Marcus:  My name is David Marcus.

Audience:  Hello, Mr. Marcus. 

Mr. Marcus: As a civil rights attorney, I took unpopular cases to fight for equal rights for all Americans. I

represented the Mendez family and other families in their lawsuit. How would you feel if you could not go to a
school because of your last name or how you look?

(Note to Speaker:  Pause to let students respond)

A lot of the evidence I used in the Mendez case showed how segregated schools made Mexican students feel
inferior and, ultimately, hurt our society. When we won the case at the trial level, the school districts did not like the
decision and appealed it to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

We didn’t have to go all the way to the Supreme Court of the United States to get justice because we won our
appeal in California. As a result, California slowly started to integrate its schools.

Speaker #7:   Federal Judge Paul J. McCormick   

Picture Holder: (Picture of clock and gavel)

Judge:  I am Federal Judge Paul McCormick.

Audience:  Hello, Judge McCormick.

Judge: I was the trial judge in the California federal court who presided over the Mendezcase before it was

appealed. Based on the evidence presented, I decided that separate schools in California were not protected by
the law. My decision prohibited the schools from segregating students by race or ethnic group.  This case didn’t
have to go all the way to the Supreme Court because the parties accepted my decision as the final resolution.

Speaker #8:  Attorney Thurgood Marshall

Picture Holder: (Picture of Thurgood Marshall in a suit)

Mr. Marshall: Hello, my name is Thurgood Marshall.

Audience:  Hello, Mr. Marshall.

Mr. Marshall: Raise your hand if you have heard of me.

(Note to Speaker: Pause to let students respond.)

I was the first African American to be a Justice on the Supreme Court of the United States. Many years before that,

I was involved in the Mendez case.  As an attorney for the NAACP, I wrote an official, legal letter to the federal
court in California where Sylvia’s case was being heard. I urged the Court to remember that the Bill of Rights
applies to everyone. Access to education is one of these basic rights.

Speaker #9:  Linda Brown, of Brown v. Board of Education

Picture Holder: (Picture of little Linda in pigtails)



Linda:  Hi, everybody.  I’m Linda Brown. 

Audience:  Hello, Linda.

Linda: Several years after Sylvia’s case, Mr. Thurgood Marshall represented me and my family in the landmark

case Brown versus Board of Education.  Mr. Marshall used many of the same arguments from Sylvia’s case. As

you know, in the Brown case, the Supreme Court declared that “separate educational facilities are inherently

unequal.” That made them unconstitutional. Mr. Marshall’s participation in the Mendez case helped us win our
case, too.

Speaker #10:  California Governor Earl Warren

Picture Holder:  (Picture of Governor Warren in a suit)

Earl Warren:  I am California Governor Earl Warren.

Audience:  Hello, Governor Warren.

Earl Warren: I was the Governor of California when Sylvia Mendez won her case. I signed legislation that

prohibited schools from segregating children based on their race or ethnic heritage. This law made California the
first state to prohibit segregation in public schools.

Speaker #11: 2nd (Older) Mrs. Mendez (different student)

Picture Holder:  (Same picture of Mr. and Mrs. Mendez)

Mrs. Mendez:  I’m Sylvia’s mom.  I have a few gray hairs now, but my family and I are very grateful to people like

civil rights attorneys David Marcus and Thurgood Marshall. They helped our children get the education we
dreamed of for them. Sylvia grew up and went on to become a nurse.  She still travels around the country,
encouraging young people like you.  And President Obama gave her the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her
work.

Speaker #12:  2nd (Grown Up) Sylvia Mendez (different student)

Picture Holder:  (Picture of Sylvia with President Obama)

Sylvia Mendez:  Here I am, again -- Sylvia Mendez – all grown up now.  This is a picture of me receiving the

Medal of Freedom from President Obama. I am very grateful to my parents, who never stopped fighting for me. I
am also happy that Linda Brown went to court to gain equal access to education, too. Although we never met, we
were part of the same journey toward justice and we helped integrate education for all students.  It is a journey that
continues today.

Speaker #13:  2nd (Older) Justice Thurgood Marshall (different student)

Picture Holder:  (Picture of Justice Marshall wearing robe)

Justice Thurgood Marshall: Yes, that’s right.  I pursued a 20-year journey to make things right before I was
named to the Supreme Court.  I continued to work for just decisions while I served on the Court.  Now it is your turn
to take up the journey.

Speaker #14: 2nd (Older) Chief Justice Earl Warren (different student)

Picture Holder: (Picture of Chief Justice Warren wearing robe)

Chief Justice Earl Warren: Eventually, I became the Chief Justice of the United States.  That’s why you see me

wearing a robe in this picture.  I wrote the majority opinion in Brown versus Board of Education.   I worked with the
other justices to make it a unanimous decision because this issue is so important to the success of our country.
The Mendez family and the other families were very courageous for blazing the trail to desegregating public
schools. Now it is up to you to continue this important work.


